Notice of Member Questions (Procedure Rule 11.2) — Council 23
April 2024

1. Councillor Hyman

It is a matter of public record that the March 2023 Revised Air Quality Action Plan
(AQAP) for Farnham was, as ever, merely a Plan to have a Plan at a future time,
specifically stating its reliance upon the awaited details and modelling of the County
Highways Authority’s ‘Farnham Infrastructure Programme’ proposals for East Street,
Castle Street, West Street and the gyratory system.

Surrey’s proposals consist of a mixture of roadspace (capacity) removal and partial
contraflow sections in The Borough and Downing Street, with accompanying
signalisation. Their aim is to discourage car use significantly by significantly
increasing congestion, even though the latter increases journey times and fuel
usage, increasing air pollution.

The CHA measures are intended to shift the town centre air pollution problem to less
central and more residential roads where current levels are already likely to be, or
become, far above the WHO (if not EU) pollution limit levels. The March Farnham
Board papers indicated that the detailed plans and Paramics traffic modelling remain
to be completed, despite Surrey Highways having supposedly provided a previous
(June 2023) Farnham Board meeting with selected results from that modelling. We
now find that Surrey and Waverley are already relying on that dubious ‘satisfactory
modelling’ for supposedly meeting our obligations under planning and air quality
legislation.

Will Waverley now please agree to meet our obligations (under Schedule 11
Parts 6-8, Sections 83A, s85A(2) and 85B of the Environment Act 2021), and
due process, by requesting and ensuring that SCC publicly demonstrate their
‘2019 Base’ and ‘2025 With-FIP’ Paramics models for Farnham on-screen for
scrutiny, along with their assumptions and input and output data, before any
related decisions are made and before works commence? And if not, why
not?
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